, 6 Ld 


ES. 


CHEM Ir Driven out of Me” =; i 
Ear < and. Dar Ss 5 0 
RE By the "0 3" v 
Light, life, and mighty hand of God; © 2» 
Where in plain and imple truths are hy to light, that fo IN 


che cauſe of tumbling may be taken from befere the-eyes of + 
the Rulars , andall forrs of profeſſors in Herefordſhire, - 
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chat our of their minds, ſuch things may be remoyed 1: 
which hinder-chem from the love of the truth, and " 

- thattheir A anongs may be « , - 
and receive the truth which G7 

free and believe in the es... a 


Wherein is fenaking related of the wonderful power of God, 
inthe work of redemption and reftauration, with * 
by a plain ſelf denial by him rhat takes up 
the dayly Croſs, 
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Written as viſitation of free andtender love to vitead nar 
ſeed of God inthem, who to him are not yerreſtore 
their friend whois now a ſeryant of Jeſus ChriR, and far 
fers for the teſtimony of a pure conſcience, in this fil- 
thy tincking, wicked, abominable Priſoh, be. 
ing the Common Gole and houſe of 


Correction at Wincheſter, called =_ 
of men Humphery Smoth. = 


London Printed ,in the 11tb, month 1658, for Mary Weſtwood - 
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the Lord worketh wonderfully, ever) morning he bringth 
his j#dgments to light, he hath broug bt me back from the grave 
and ſaved my ſoul a bell;and ſet my feet upon a Rock, © 


» ov a 


me, by the mighty operation of his word of life, which! 
eternal truth being my lite and ſhall laſt for evermore. 


weary foules , that they may flow unto it , and have it to be unto them a 
place of refuge & detence,to fly unte in the day of diſtreſs,and by ir come 
to be made frec,and in it,worſhip theGod of the ſpirits of all fleſh and feel 
it in the inward parts,according as theLord requireth,by which eruth man 
comes robe ſanRifed ; for the word thar liveth and abideth for ever is 
truth , which comes to be ingrafted into them who believe in the light, 
and in it wait for the promiſe of the Father , even thae ſpirit of truth 
which the world cannot receive, for they know it nor, it being in Gods 
wiſdome hid from the wildome of the world, who know not him that may 
be felt after and found, who is neer unto every one of you, whoſe meaſure 
cf light in you, is it you are all ro know ; by it to come to know the eter- 
nal power and godhead as they did who had nor Scriptures, Rom. I. 19. 
For the light of Chriſt in you is that which is to give the knowledge of 
God, 2 Cor. 4. 6, who hath aſuredly revealed his ſon in me, and led me in 
the ſtraight way to life eternal, and the injoyment of the truch which is 
immortal, the which being to me a pearl of greax price, and more preci- 
ous then a thouſand Riyers of Oyle, 

And that none may be hindred from receiving of this which I have 
moſt afluredly found to be more excellent then the royalty of Diadems,or 
the excellency of the moſt pureſtGold,or the moſt renownedſ glory,beau- 
ty or riches,that the natural eye can behold; and that all who breaths af- 
rer divine refceſhings, and the reſt that never ſhall be ſhaken, and the ar- 
raining to the coyenant of life and peace, may come to be gathered into 
the one fold of blefled happineſs, and reſt upon the rock of ages, and ne- 
ver more be moyed henceforth and for ever. | 

And thar if poſſible all murmurings and reaſonings (concerning me or 

hat 1 was) may be taken our of the minds of all people of all ſorts , and 
thar all jcloufics, whiſperings, and heart burnings in the wrathful na- 
ture may be paſhified and cooled with the overſpreading firemes of Gods 
free love , whieh truely is ſhed and groweth in my heart, and ſtremeth 
forth as a well-ſpring of life roward the ſced that is yet oppreſſed in them, 
__ whom ſometime I walked in darkneſs, and wallowed in unrighte- 
ouſneſs 


mired by many hundrecs,who thereby came noro receive power,to over= 
come their fins, neither yer arrain to that which the ſouls of many of 
them thirſted afrer , whom fince I have often mourned over in piny , and 
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| He living truth of the Lord God which he hath revealed in 


be as a ſtandard of the moſt high lifred up to all the ſcartered 
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: & afterwards ſtood up as a call Cedar in the hight of profeſſion , 
preaching great & high things dayly unto others:whereby then 1 was ad-' 


inthe bowels of my fathers loye to the ſeed in bondage in them , from» 
w ? A 2 '_ __ whom. 
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ba hath befallen me wilſfumble thereby ar che light o crth i elf 
5erhereby kepr from receiving the living cruth , or from. giving heed to 
that which all the wi Emaſter-builders refuſe z nor that they by lookin 
at what I was, before 1 received and lived in the truth , and at that whic 
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e upon me for my to: mer rebellion againſt the light, nor at che 
- ys God that come upon me within or without, becauſe, of m 
unwillingne 


to follow him who ſaid 1 am the light, follow mezand ſaid, 
He that wilt not leave father and mother, wife and children, goods or lands for 
my ſake, is not worthy of me ; and he that will zot deny himſelf and take up bis 
Croſs and foll ow me, is not worthy of me: and whart a croſs ir was for me to 
leave whar I did, let that of God (in all that then knew me) judge, bur I 
ſay, that hone of them who were Colonels, Captains, Juſtices, Profeflo:s 
nor people, by looking our at any thing concerning me, may not be with- 
held from receiving the truth, and ſo kept from that which is the way to 
the father, and the door to the reſt for eyermore, 

Therefore hath ir lay long, (of late years) and often upon me , and 
that from the hand of the Lord, to lay ſomething before your eyes (O ye 
rulers, profeflors, and people of Herefordſhire and thereabour) endea- 
youring thereby ro remove any cauſe of ſtumbling , by reaſon of whar I 
was, or of any falſe reports raiſed upon me , whereby the whole truth of 
God might be evil ſpoken of, And this have I waited long to declare 
among you, either in words , writing or print ; though thereby ſhame 
might come upon my former courſe of life, when 1 lived in all manner 
of fnne and iniquity, [except it were actual adultery, fornication, and 
murther,] and though alſo hereby, conremprt may come upon all thar 
great Profeſſion I was in,, when I preached dayly in the Sinagogue , 


or upon all char I then ſpoke or preachr, our of the innocent life of God; 


or if hereby ar preſent ſuffer 1 reproch, (as ir is like 1 may by many) yer 
che xeproch of Chriſt is greater riches to me, then.the treaſuer-glary and 
preferment of England, 


And firſt concerning my call out of the world, or my going out from my houſe, 
countrey and out ward imployment, 


The light of Chriſt which condemns the evil deeds, comnes from him 


, who calleth his our of the world, and from their imployments to follow 


him, who putreth forth: his ſheep and thruſteth fourth labourers into the 
harveſt, and Abraham-of whoſe ſeed I now am, went eut of his coun:rey, 


and from his fathers houſe, Gen..12, and him God blefled and increaſed 


mightily, and the Lord alſo called, and thruſt forth me , who at laſt was 


- obedient-ro the command of the God of Abraham, and ever fince his pre- 
ence hath been with me and his mighty hand of power hath preſerved 
me, and his bleſſings have 1 found, and the increafings of God have I re- 


ccived, praiſes to the Lord God of life for eyvermore ; who hath called me 
by bis word of power through his grace, which did teach me to deny un- 
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odlineſs and worldly lufts, and to obey his blefled will, which was and is 
-myL ni carion ir (pelus Chriſt; og alſo call Matthcw- tram thie/ re- - 
ceit of cuſtome ro follow him, and Peter and Joby. from their jmploymenr 
of fiſhing, and made them fiſhers of men ; and Paz] alſo being called, left 
his imployment of rent-making (after a time) and was obedient to the 
heavenly viſion, and thoſe then became a wonder and a gazing ſtock to * 
many, yet they continued on, travelling through many countries as 1 
fince have done preaching the word of God with boldneſs. 
And one of theſe men who. were called from their outward imploy- 
ments, faid, eyery man wherein he is called there abide, and whereunto 
they were called they did abide, (and ſodol1) and when the Priefts and 
Rulers would haye ſtopt their mouthes by their commands, they ſaid whe- 
ther it be lawful ro hearken unto God or man, judge ye, bur theſe called *® 
| Miniſters of Chriſt did nor ſay, h2- that is a huzbandman there abide, fot 
Noah was a husbandman yer a preacher of righteouſneſs, and Eliſha a 
| plowman, and Amos a herdman , neither did they ſay, he that is a fiſher- 
man let him ſo abide ; neither did Chriſt ſay , he that will be my diſciple 
| muſt follow his outward imployment or trade, bur he ſaid he that wall 
not hate father and morher, brechren and fiſters, wife and children, yea 
and his own life rvo, cannot be my Diſciple, Luk. 14. 20. and if not a 4 
Diſciple much leſs a Miniſter of his. _ 
Bur hereby neither Chriſt nor them Miniſters of his , neither; 1 did or 
do intendto draw or perſwade people to idleneſs, or open a dvor for any 
ſuch evil, (neicher is there many who are called our of the worlds wor- 
ſhips, and required to leave their families and called ro the miniſtry) bur 
that hereby ir may plainly appear, that the command and call of Chriſt , 
to his work and miniſtery is ro be obeyed, though ir be to the forſaking of 
houſe, goods, or lands: for a miniſter of his ſaid we haye forſaken-all, 
(and have nor I done ſo) and unto th:m who had forſaken all, and unto 
all ſuch was promiſed a hundred fold, Mat. 19. 17, 18,'19. And Heaven 
and Earth Hall paſs away before one jor or tittle of kis word ſhall fail ; 
and truely 1 have found his promiſe tiue, for a hundred times hundred- 
fold have | already reccived, blefl:d be the Lord for ever, 
| But how contrary it was to my own will to fulfil the will of the Lord,  ! 
in leaving my imployment and outward buſineſs in the world, ler all 
them judge with the light who knew my converſation therein , and ſaw 
my eagerneſs in th> things of the world and contrivances therein , be- 
yond many men ;. my heart bring ſet in the earthly things , being very 
- fierce in labuyring therein, for the getting and increaſing of the fruits of _ | 
theearth , as though I would have laid up treaſure for many years =: 
which might have been good in irs plaee,.if my mind had been redermed J F 
our of.irand my heart from the coverouſneſs thereof; bur 1 ſay again, ir 
was much contrary to my ſtrong will, co Jeave theſe things and the loye 
| of them, and much more that might be named and be taken from it with 
a hundred fifty pound loſs, and be expoſed ro want, hardſhips, revilings, 
impriſonments, whippings , ſtonings and all manner of crucl rorrour, 


that the ſons of men might have power to inflit upon my body , and for 
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mel unto all, and counted the off-ſcouring of all; and bs abuſed by any 
boy or the vileſt perſon 1 meer,and ir was much contrary ro my will, to re- 
fas thar ME enced preferment of the world which was offered me 
_ by the rulers thereof, when poem beloyed of them and hundreds more;and 

when I preach :d among them in the. Pulpirs dayly, and was then called 
of men, Maſter, like the hirelings of England, who being in the curſe can- 
not ceaſe from fin, 2 Pet, 2, 14. yet I tft] refuſed their unrighreous gain; 
» and denyed all their gifts and rewards, for the Lord in his mercy kepr me 
out of them temprations, though ſometimes ſome chat were then neer 
friends unto me would have perſwaded me to have taken ſomething of 
what was offered as to live upon, but I durſt not, if Il had wanted food or 
rayment ; bur atiſwered one Juſtice who was propoſing me a free gift ro- 
ward maintenance, which might have been worth 100, 1. a year or more 
ſecing I left my imployment freely to preach dayly,bur I ſay I anſwered,[ 
ſhall rather go in Sheep skins,and Goar skins, and ear bread & drink wa- 
rer;and that little honeſt meek principal in me,which then kept we from 
” thar ( and ſuch temptations) in due time led me to be ruler oyer much, 
which before I had nor power over ; therefore I ſay unto all, it is good to 
be faithful co the lirtle meaſure of God in the conſcience, 

For when Lwas but young and vyoyd of the knowledge of God, or his 
way of holineſs, my mind ran much in the earth, with a coverous care 
how to gain the riches thereof ; and even then did the hand of the Lord 
follow me, and this witneſs in me did fo judge and condemne me night 
and day for my evil , thar at laſt I was ſcarce able to do any thing in the 
earth or go upon it ; and then waiting to ſee wharthe reaſon was ; after 

many houres, I ſaw clearely if I would leave the wickedneſs of the world, 
and follow the Lord and cruſt him ; I might have peace, and if not,.I 
was like to be cur off; and then 1 left ſome finnes , and reſolved ro live 
more holy , and began to pray and read, and then I went to follow the 
Prieſts, nor knowing that in me which I was to hear and follew, yer it fe- 
cretly led me out of ſome evil, and ſo into ſome peace, and then my. heart 
was exalted in the earth, though I increaſed in a profeſſion, 
And when I was in the height of the worlds way and worſhip, and ex- 
- pe&ing riches ro increaſe, even then in an unexpeRed time did the dread 
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of the Lord fall upon me, and his wonderful mighty power wrought ex- - 


ceedingly in mezto break me off from all my waies, and ſeperate me from 
all che worſhip of che world, and gave me to fſce the abominations of all 


the prayers of the wicked , and the inyalidity of all rhe worſhips of all 


mankind who are ont of Gods Covenant, and the operations then upon 
me by the terrible hand of the Lord, and the ftrivings thas were in me 
can never be declared, and rhen did the Lord command me ro follow him 
in obedienceto his will, to declare againſt all unrighteouſneſs of men 
_ which 1 ſawin the light of life to be in Prieſts, Rulers, and people, and I 
then ſaw-clearely in the erernal light and foreſight of God, the hardſhips, 
cruelcies , whip pings , impriſonmenrs, and dungeon , and many ſuch 
things which fance in part have been upon this body fulfilled as may be 
ns read 


aled over many, and was reſpe&ted by many) to become @ fer- | 
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' - read in feverall of my beokes, (read etherrue Fate at that time 
" id the-porverdall tits of God, fo much break- through me, with ſuch 
unſpcakable loye ; that 1 vyas even willing co leave all and walk with 
God. 4 | | 
. Bur then contrary to Paul, I reaſoned with fleſh and blood, thar 1 
ſhould be eftecmed a madman, and that people vyould nor beleeye 
me, and that I was nor fir ( & many ſuch things ) then'the word of the 
Lord was ſpoken in me, ſaying vyho is it, that openeth_ the' momh ,* 
is it not | the Lord, then vyas my bowels even turned within me, 
with the conſtraining power of Gods erernall love , and 1 began ro be 
vvilling but when thar vyas a little over, The remprer being neer, T 
reaſoned concerning my wife and children , how they ſhould be pro- 
vided for , and preſently the promiſe of the Lord was, that they ſheuld 
be cared for, ind his proiniſe vyas- to me that he who :converterh ſouls 
to God, ſhould ſhine as the Starres for ever, and when I had received 
them vyords into me, I vyas overcome vvith the refreſhings of God, 
and at the preſent made vvilling to undergo all tribulations, if in my | 
whole life , I did conyert but one ſoul to' God ,, ſeeing and feeling the | 
redemprion of one ſoul to be ſo pretious 5 the vvhich then grew ſo 
ſtrong in me,that 1 was ſcarce able to retain, from preſens aQuall obe- 
dience to God therein, but when 1 looked at my outvvard things 
and how firſt ro ſertle that in order, then was I by rtcmprations 
made afraid, that it yyas a delufion, or ſomething of the Devil ranſ. 
formed as an Angel of light, and then between both , I was in much 
rrouble and diſtrefle > not knowing vyhat to do,having not then known 
any call:d Quakers , nor any ſuch operarions in any man in thoſe 
dayes , yet that could hardly prevail ro make me beleeve it was a temp. 
tation : bur art laſt, reaſoning abour outyyard things, I then reſolyed 
not to leave them, but ro minde the things of the yvorld, and nor obey 
that vvhich called me out of the world, 

And co write in ſhort, at laſt I did firive and joyne withall'the powers 
of dacknefle that I could, and uſed all means poflible to drive the poy- 
er of God from me, and the thoughts of him and his works out of my 
minde;; bur woo was me after for it, and'it had been bur juſt, if his 
Spirit had never ſtrived more with me, bur Icfr me to be cut off fer 
ever , and to 1cmain in the horrible pit of darknefle, ( and ſurely 
it was for the good of others , that the Lord did ſpare me, ſome whereof 
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may now with me rejoyoe fot eycrihore, ) 
For when all way'too-litrle'to overcome the mighty power of God in 

mezthen did the loye of the world preyail,and even thirſtings, for the 
n love ef it ts come into my heart; to drive out the loye of God ; art laſt, 
. I with it againſt God prevailed, though the living power of God was ſo 
5 great, that the Devil the Fleſh, and the world, was fearce able to over... 
I come ir for xtime,''and ſo I have feen , Children Wife , Farmes, and 
4 Oxen, £2 hinder from | the Kingdom of God, but that which hindred 
" moſt, was rhe dave of outward goods, & ſo it it-was but juſt with God, 
x to take that at the laſt our of the way and if he bad Gwepr all 
d | a 
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away in his Anget, 38 from Fob ,7he bad dorie me no' wrong. | 
_ But when Thad thus, in a curſed manner overcome the firiving 
the ſween and Tovely Spirit of Truths yer was I not quier, bur much 
troubled, andin a ſad condition, which I was not able ro hide from 
the yyorld, who ſaid, I'was going mad , 'ſceing me ſo changed into 
ſadneſſe, bur of all this and much more, 1 durſt not th:n ſpeak a word 
.to any creature. | 
And now mark, vyhat for my rebellion did juſtly follow z My our- 
ward goods which 1 then loved more then Chriſt, became as a prey, 
and a ſpoyle to unreaſonable men , and moſt unjuſily - on their parts, 
___was I by them deprived of-it,and the Lord alſo dryed up all wy ſprings 
' within, that ſuch a time after | knew that 1 was left without hope, 
* being in the horrible pir-of Darknefle from God, thar I could neither 
Pray nor beleeve, but refolved thar I was accurſed from God for eyer, 
( and that yvhich diſobeyed was ſo, ) and being in a ſad miſerable con- 
dition, reſolved to write a warning to all people, that they may take 
ex-mple by me, and never refiſt the Spirit , as 1 had done,burt before 
Tcould write, ( ſinking down into the condemnation , without mur- 
- muring againſt God, Ferring him to be juſt, ifhe caſt me into the 
nether moſt hell for ever;)the Lord had compaſſion on me, and lifted 
__my ſoul our of the horrible pit,and ſtayed me vvith his hand for a time? 
yet afteryyares, his aftli&ions follovyed me in judgements within, and 
much trouble in things vvithout, yvhich my heart vyas ſo upon, and 
oy for a long time I rurned not unto the Lord that did ſmite, that his 
and might make whole, though checks 1 had by his light, in my 
conſcience, bur ftrong vvas my vvill about ir,until the fierce judgement of 
the Lor d-did often break forth upon me vvith much aſtoniſhment of 
heazt, and horrible indignation not to be uttered , vvith rteares as 
ſtreames uf yvater from mine eyes night and day vyhen it came up- 
on me, vvith tiemblings & breakipgs, vvhich broke the hardnefle of 
my heart,-and opened arvay to ſomething in me , vyhich then 1 dearly 
loved; bur going out agin from that, I reaſencd about my outyvards , 
and not vyaiting to receive counſell from the Lord, I yyent unto a rich 
underſtanding man, in outvvard things, vyhom I loved, yyho may yer 
remember that I made my complaint unto, that I'vyyas-nor able any 
lenger to abide in the vvay of the yyorld ; vyhoſe counſell 1 rhen 
rook and my oyvn vvill together , and ſo ſought tas keep-rvyo King- 
doms ſometime longer, and therefore much: trouble follovyed me 
yvithin and vyaſting: loſle, fhame and deftruQion-upon things vvith- 
our, | 
Bur however I durſt do no lefle then follow the Lord, and be obedi- 
ent unto him, whatever loſic 1 ſuffered, or whareyer ſhame ot reproach I 
might undergoe, though often- times I was afraid, that this power of 
God in me, would ſoon come to an end ,or fail from me, and that then 
I might rexurn. ro my outward Imployment with great ſhame and lofſe, 
-  andthat then, inſtead of doing ſervice for God, I might bring a _re- 
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to, and ler none think that 1 did wilfully negle& wy outward imploy- 
ment ; neither let.any one think that I left my family as nor regarding 
them , nor that Lſtay much our of that countrey for any by end, for the + 
words are truce, a Prophet is not withour honour, ſave in his own countrey *- - 
and in his own houſe, and thoſe thay did fince ſcck ro top wy mouths 

did not well, Es. 


Coneermn g my publihe preaching, ad ſometbing of what followed, i ® 3 - | £ \ 


' That none way fumble therear, and ſay we called Quakers are fuchy} 
who change from once thing ro another, and ſo what we hold, not robe. © © ® 
regard:d , but -Iay-thoſe that have no changes, are gor come ine NE 7 
0 hy ot. * 75 B .* tear. 8 


WW  - fearof God, P/al. 55. 19. andthe fear of the Lotd is ta depa 
_ and they that departerh from evil are become -a prey, bur Tuck 

ſed and changed from glory ta glory, 2 Cor. 3, 18, andgrew in grace and 
knowledge in the Lord Jeſus Chriſty ahd what 1 did or faid then, was in a 
great zcal and real intent ro do good, neither did 1 cover mens filyer for 
ity Heither was ir my end to make a gain thereby though much was free- 
ly offered me more then I intend to make mention, though T received ir 
- not, ſothar therein I was not much found in _coverouſneſs ; but when 
judgment came upon me as before mentioned, 1pgave up that preaching 
and ſaid at the laſt meeting I had then, which was at Stoke-blifs, that my 
mouth was Ropr at that preſent, bur ifeyer the Lord ſhould open my 
mouth again I ſhould preach indeed, and ir is ſo, prayſes ro the Lord for 
eyer, who hath indeed opened my mouth , and fince I was ns longer re- 
bellious, and the living truth of Jeſus Chriſt do I declare and bear teſti - 

mony to his name where ever I come as his ſpirit moyeth me, x 
And ler none hereby think that I now glory in what was then my 
ſhame , for though I had a great zeal then for God, ir being not accor- 
ding:to knowledge on the Croſs of Ckrift which crucifies ro rhe world, 
and all irs yain cnſtomes ; the which croſs being then lefe behind , which 
is the power of God, ſo the loye of the world which is enmity ro God re- 
mained in me and the root of iniquity not then removed our of my heart, 
therefore fruits of diſobedience in ſecret were ftill brought forth, which 
the world rook little gorice of, but 1 had one neer me, which did let me 
ſee all that ever I did, and reproyed me for yain glory, and having the 
praiſe of men -and the love of the world, and fo my preaching did not 


bring ſouls home ro God, though I informed their minds of CD 
ho 


vyhich many ignorant people kneyy nor before, and ſo t much 
love vvas in many, yet this brought not forth fruirs of obedience unto 
God, and ſo all came to lictle ; for rhe people remained in thzir fins and 
received not power to come out of it, neirher came they our of the faſhi- 
o8s and cuſtomes'sf the world, nor-to be ſeperared from the unclean, nei- 
ther did they come to the faich of our Lord Jefus Chriſt , whith. purifies 
rhe hearr ſtands in the pure cohfcience and reſpe&s no mans, per- 
fon, for unto that 1 was not then come my ſelf, and ſo their faith and 
mind was vain being rhen in our fins, 

Therefore ler none think that I now juſtifie any decgir, hypocrifiz, or 
ſecret evil, thar then was in me, or practiſed by wk in the preſence 
of rhe LordGod, 1 -do openly dgclare againſt ir all, and thar ſpirit thar 

acted me therein, (bur I own thar _y thing, which then,cncou- 
raged me to do good, out of anhoneft intent, ins that kepr ,me our of 
coverouſneſs, and from receiving of gifts.) And I openly declare a- 
gaink all cruel, unjuſt and oaks; actions and words, and-all that filth 
which I wallowed in, before I was a zealous proteflor, as it is known to 
many ungodly perſons, how 1 was once as wicked as many of them, 
| whom I warnaall to repent, (otherwiſe rhey cannot efcape the damna- 
tion of Hell, : bo 
And. I utterly deny-and declare againſt that blindneſs and bypocribe 
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Prieſts do more harm than goud, and ſhall never bring people to receive 
the power of God, bur lead them into ſubrilty, and turther vuft from the 
knowledge of thar of God in them, Romans 1, 19. And as true as the 
Lord God liveth , upon their death-beds ſhall both Prieſts and peo- 
ple' witnefle this to be tiue: And its alſo as true, that I write th 
without any prejudice to any of their perſons , but in love to all peoples 
ſouls do I warn all thera hireling Prieſts in Herefordſhire and elſewhere, 
to leave deceiving the people , tor abſolutely the , people are deceived by 
them, and forced to maintain them t90, who may be warned of them by 
whar I have learned by experience from them , having tryed theny and 
their wayes to the utmoſt, and have much experience of them more then 
many countrey people: whoſe ſouls 1 rruely loye, and therefore this E 
write, ; 

And I declare againft that which ruled in.me in the time of ignorance: 
and peryerſcneſs, and a&ed me in cruelty vr oppreſſion towards: any per- WE | 
fon; orto wrong, def. aud, or inſult over any one in tyranny, either by 7 
word or ation, or wherein 1 abuſed or ſmote with envy (which. is of the _ 
Devil) Either man or Beaſt, and that whereby 1 was led into any manner =; 
of hypocrifie or deuble-mindedneſs , or any. manner of cyil wharfocyer S 1 
which was unjuſt inthe fight of God, though nor ſcenby man; or any | 
{ecter evil that then lodged in the dark corners of che ſtony - heart thien'in 
me, whereby any thing did ariſe in me or proceed from mc which was 
contrary to the humble, nieck, innocent,uprighr life ofthe Lamb of God; I 
whit now come and hath taken away the fin of the world ,; and is pure, 
kunbÞle, meck, and lowly, whoſe lite and power of loye conſtraigerh me , 
ro declare openly againſt all that which vyas dane or ſaid by me in envy,” 
cicker open y or ſeeferly againſt any creature, for cher&4s-,npthing: done 
in ſecrer, thar ſhall 2x7 ts made manifeſt, " "0 1: 
And let 'all who khew me before ( vrho are ſaying: 
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in -th:rs and People, hall appear as much-as mine, rele ogs vvirneſs in 
them ariſe , thaugh they cover it for a time by deceirfall flateries, 'pro- 
miling liperty , but arc as deeply the ſervants of corruption as 7 
VVas, , f 
- AndIdo affi:m in th2 preſence of che Lord Gad, that there are' a ge. 
neration of profcfl»rs who follow S:tmons, and have gathered them- 
ſelyes into outward Forms, vyho are grown up into a profeſſion, and 
knowledge in th: Letcer, vvho are furch:r off th= Life of God than the 
Publicans and Harlors, and are grown into pride, hypocrifie,. feerer de» 
ceit, arrogancy and corrrdulnels : and ſome of them for a time denied 
the Prieſts, and then toc thzir own cnds, got into their places, and fo 
aic more abon-a3ble than thcy, and the tree of Knowledge they feed 
upon, but thz go94 ſayour of pare obedience unto God,in all ſelt-denial, 
th:y have caſt bch n42 their backs, and are become an ill ſayour among, 
all men; and th: Lord God vvill vifit them for th:ſe things, and in thy 
Day uf his fizrce Wrath vvill all ſuch vvant a hNing-place; and, yvhen 
the day of howling and aſtoniſhmear come upon them, as it hath pafled 
upon,me, then ſhallthey know that.the finners in $703 ſhall be afraid, 
and horrible fearfulneſs thall ſurprize the hearts of the hypocrites, and 
then ſhall chey finde that God vvill not be mocked, though they deceive. 
rhemſelyes vvith yain hopes, vyhich ſhall periſh vvith all ſuch profeſ- 
ſors if they repent not and ſtrip themſelves bare from all their falſe co. 
_ verings, vehich in the day of the Lord. (vvhich they pur afar oft ) yvill 
certainly be all too narrovy : For, becauſe of the greatneſs ot my pro- 
| feſſion, vyithour the poyver that overcomes all fin, therefore yyas, the 
Wrath of God the more upon me, and I never came to receive pardon 
for fin, nor poyyerj over it , nor to receive the life of the Son of God, 
until his judgements had confounded all tharWiſdom,vvhich I had learn- 
ed from i among the Prieſts and profeſſors, And this is abſolutely. 
true, and may be a watning unto all them. | | 
' - Andall thats herein declared, of the Strivings in.me, and judge- 
- ments of God which came upon me, is very ſhort of what it was, Neither 
indeed , can it be eyer declared, being then confounded both within 
and withourt :-not having any man to be a direRor unto me,nor then to 
guide mein Gods wifdome, neither did any man bring me into thar 
condition, nor lead me through ir, bur even the Lord alone in whoſe 
paryrmneyns I now rejoyce for eyermore;; bur this eſpecially, would I 
ave all people that then knew me ro conſider, that at that time , 
(when I was other ) I knew not well what I ſhuuld do or ſpeak, 
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among men, neither whar I ſhould be, being beceme a fool for Chriſts 
ſake, and my wildome being confounded, and my underſtanding broughr 
ro nothing, Read, x Cor.1. 1,9, verſ.27, 

And.ſo that was true, which I writ in that book in 'Anſyer to, Edmund. 
Stop » wherein Iſaid that we wee bur in meaſure leaving of. che world, ; 
and entering -inco a lirtle of rhar yyhich'is Eccrnall,” ar which rime, be- 
fore mentioned, L was brought ro be filear from my publike preaching,. 
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nd waited on the Lord, -yvith a few fooliſh contemprible ones in the. 
eyes of the world, at which time having loſt my. earthly wiſdome , 
not.received thar meaſure of the pure wiſdome of God, ( which ſince 
hath given me ) whereby to order all my yyords and ations, in pruden- 
cy- and. moderation, before the eyes of all Po and others alſo 
might then-yvith me therein fall ſhort, whereby lome to this day may 
Qumble at the yyhole truth of God, looking at what hapned among us, 
inthattime, when the judgements of God yvas often on us, (by which 
; judgement, h.s Sion is now Redeemed, and ſo they looking at that, and 
yvatch ever fince for evill may be kept thereby from receiving the preci- 
ous tryed Stone, which the wiſe Maſter builders alſo refuſe, though we 
now knovy,he is laid in Sion (redeemed with judgement, for a ſtone of 
tumbling, and a rock of offence, even to both the houſes of Iſrael 
Bur ler all take heed, of ſtumbling art the ſtumbling ſtone, ( the light of 
Chrift, ) for other cauſes of ſtumblings, Eſpecially by me, I have here- 
by endeavoured to remove vurt of the way, (and mindes) of all that are 
willing to receive th2 Truh , or belecve in the Light, Fohn 
12.36. 

| and as for Ednond Skipp, if ever he come againto that, vyhich con- 
vinced him of evil , and made him in publike deny his preaching for 
hire and tithes, though after he ſtarred aſide, and ſtumbled in the darke, 
I before the Light of lite, (which once he honeftly deſired after) was ſprung 
| up-in him, to which light if he return, and loye the witnefle of God in 
X him ; which hath ever fince ſtood a witnefle for me, and have let him 
2 {ee his barrennefle , and without a true erernall reſt , and if 
1 he to that be obcdient vvhich is manifeſt of God in him, and by- it, 
be led into meeknefle , and plainnefle , withour prejudice, he may 
kl come to receive the living Truth of Jeſus Chriſt, for which this day 
y. I ſuffer bonds, for 1 did never yet look upon him, to be fo: utterly re- 

probate, as not poſlible to receive the faith * that purifies the hearr and 

g reſpets no mans perſon , for truly my love hath been to the ſeed 
. oppreſſed in him, though that which hath exerciſed him in raſhneſfle, 
_ (againſt the truth of God) I do deny for eyer, and there is neither him, 
© nor any Prieſt, Preacher, profeflor, or profanc, that can have any good 
*® ground or reaſon to envy me for declaring vpenly againſt all that in. 
ſe 
I 


7 


them which I declare againſt in wy ſelf , when ir ruled in me, when I 
was as they yet are, | 
1 being by ſeverall long unjuſt Impriſonments derained from liberty , 


4 ro-declare in words thoſe and other things, therefore for this very end, 
& have I wricten this in ſhort, that Gods truth might ftand clear, and ' not 

"= ſuffer in any thing done or ſaid by ric, before Gods pure 'wiſdome was | 
| born up in me , and thar alſo the ground of all other things ink. 
ad. the truth (if occafioned' by me ) may be removed ous of the mins of 
d, all char are. willing to receiye the truth if rhey knew ir, for Lwould nor 
»_ if poſſible, that any thing whatſoever which concerned me, ſhould" fo. 
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remain in the minde. of any one, asthar thereby ke ſhould be hiadred .- * 
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mindes and hearts of any , therein will be wy joy and the: eternall” 
comfort of allchem,who by receiving,and ſan&ifi-atien of the eruch,and 

'. Fairhfulnefl in the light, do come to. reſt inthe kingdom of joy, and 
erernall peace fol ever and eyer, 


Thus at preſent, in tender love, to the ſoules of you 
Rulers and Profeflors in Herefordſhire, ro whom I ſay, 
beleeve in the Light,and minde Gods witnefle in you, : 
andbe not rigid, bitter, nor p=rſecutors ofthe chil- 
drenof Light, who by them 1n the dark, are called 
Quakers , among whom I have choſen to ſuffer re- 
proaches, for Chriſts ſake, and whippings, long impri- 
ſonments, and dungeon, and now in the houſe of cor-: 
rection , all which declares me to be as you may 
read, 2 Coy. 6.3. to the 11, Who am a friend to the 
ſoules of all mankinde,a ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt,not by 
the will of men, to whom Iam known, by the name, 


Humphry Smith: 


Written upen the 18th. and 1 gth. dayes of the 
6th. Moneth 58. being in outward 
_ bonds as Wincheſter, 
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V- F Ere it not the ſons of God, that looked upon the beaury ©. 
the daughters of men, and ſo rook them ta, Wife, becauſt 
they were fairAnd.was it not-eyen then,when thar the Lord ſaid, My Spis 

ris” ſack not alway. firive > And is it not juſt for the. Spirit. to ceaſe er 
ving> when way is given to the eye, to go forth from: beholding che glo- 

ry of God within: to look at the fairneſs of the. daughters of men wick 

' Outs; And alſo.to take chatintorhe heart, and be married to-thay? : An. 
my por uldeuy are his, har the Lcd reſalyd co bring the fo. 

aud cheir Wives >/ And were not theſe duddenty;verwheoley- 
4 Hampers who were before called the ſang, of God 7.iAm 
in the Jeep undet: Gods wrath, and periſh with the pre 
| anl- 
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nd kept in, maketh ſans; and are not the fons to keep faithful 
wo ;er, themſclyes robe the Spouſe of Chrift, who redecms apr 
of the loft, and ſo ro know the Maker to be the husband, and they as 
chaſte wife Virgins feeling the oyl, | 

And were it not thoſe that ſtood. before the Throne in white (then 
not among the world in filth) who had not onely-waſhed their Robes in 
the blood of the Lamb, bur alſe kepr themſelves from being defiled with 
Women ? and did not that which beheld the fair daughters of men, ler 
in that which dcefiled the ſons of God, and ſo grieved his Spirit® and 
was not her firft-born a Murtherer, who looked our ar, and fo ler in that, 'F 
which was fair, pleaſant and defireable ro that eye ? and did nor the of | $ 
(who was deceived by that which was fair without) ſay of her firſt-born, \! 
I have gotten aman from the Lord ? (it was from the Spirit) and was nor 
he a Vagabond in theearth, from the preſence of God, that ſhe from the ; 
Lord had gotten ? and are not they from the Lord, who are marryin '} 
and given in marriage, now the Son of Man (who is the Bridegroom ip 
is coming to be revealed, with power and great glory, in his people that | 
waitcd for him ? and exe not thoſe alſo ro be Evepr away as they were, 
who thus before the flood cauſed the Spirx -of Gad'ro crals friving 2 
And did not Chrift ſay, it ſhould be ſo 4 bs comagy as 31 tbe: dayes of 
Noah, eating and drinking, marryity, and giving in marriage ? and isit nog ſy ? 
Have not ſome eyen felt his coming near unto them, and yer nor keep 
in the fear until he was come, and revealed in power, through the 
death of that, which had power oyer him; from whence that went 
forth, which in the minde conceived a defire to the other glory, and ſo ler 
that inz which then took place in the heart, in ſtead of the glory of 
God, who will not eve hs gloiy to another ? 

Bur do 1 forbid marriage > nay : Marriage #u honorable ; but thar 
which maketh honourable, keepeth out that which doth defile; and 
that which maketh honourable, is Humility, walking with God, and is 
to go before, and keepeth ro God, and they that are Joyned ro him are 
one Spirit 3 bur that which leadeth from that which maketh honourg.+ 
ble, is our of the marriage, in that which doth defile, and ſuch God will : 
Judge, and condemn them by his witneſs in them, for ſhould not man . 
ficſt ſeek the Kingdom, and come into the dominion > 

Did not Adam know his Wife, and beget that in his own likeneſs, . 
which murthered the Righteous?and yer did notEnoch walk with God,and - 
beget ſons and daughters? bur this becomes hid from them, who folluw 
that which leads from the thing, which was te joyn'thera to Ged, to : 
follow that which looks at the fair daughters of men, and ſo take them 
ro Wife, and be married to that, and know thar as the firſt Adam did, . 
who arc his ſons in his likeneſs, tro whom 1 ſay, (who after the manner — 3 
of men have a Wife) that of late years they who are matfied are asif 41M. 
they were nor, the Reſurre&ion, and rhe Life being come, andehe things . Oi 
of this world paſſeth away : But woe to them, from whom thar paſicrh ; 
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- were nor to come at them, (that they might. be ſanAified) | 


-have read this Book, to let any other people 
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came near to hear the voice of the Lord, and the yoice of the: mighty 
thunderings was it that ſaid, The marnage of the. Lamb is come, 


' Paul ſpoke 2 great Myſtery concerning Chriſt and his Church; © 


H. S. 


| Andthisthing I defire of you in Hr endiys, when yon 


ave It toreade 2 


Ape ſuch as defire more , may ſpeak to Henry Bedford for 
em, 


